
MINUTES 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

OF McHENRY COUNTY COLLEGE 
 

A meeting of the Committee of the Whole was held on Tuesday, April 16, 2019, in the Board Room, Room 
A217, of Building A on the Campus. Vice Chair Evertsen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
When Secretary Walsh called the roll, the following were present: 
 
 Ms. Elliott 
 Mr. Allen 
 Mr. Smith 
 Ms. SIddons 
 Ms. Tirio 
 Ms. Walsh 
 Ms. Evertsen 
 
Mr. Domek was absent. Dr. Gabbard was present. Attorney Samuel Cavnar was present as legal counsel. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

The agenda was accepted as presented. 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the March 19, 2019 Committee of the Whole meeting were accepted as presented. 
 
OPEN FOR RECOGNITION OF VISITORS AND PRESENTATIONS 

No one addressed the Board. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Dr. Gabbard introduced members of the Chi Upsilon Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa Mr. Brandon Cipolla, 
Ms. Savanna Held, Ms. Lauren Steiger, and Mr. Riley MacKenzie. The Chapter received four of the most 
prominent awards at the international convention: Distinguished College Project, Distinguished Honors 
in Action Project, Distinguished Chapter, and Ninth Finalist for the Most Distinguished Chapter. This 
places Chi Upsilon, rated #10 in the world, in the top 0.7% of approximately 1,300 chapters worldwide 
for 2019. Additionally, Brandon Cipolla was named a Distinguished Chapter Member at the international 
level. The group was greeted with applause. Dr. Gabbard reported that the recent Continuing Education 
Open House was a success. He noted also that Instructor of Earth Science, Paul Hamill, has given 
presentations to over 2,000 attendees in the new planetarium since August. 
 
PRELIMINARY MARCH FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Mr. Tenuta noted a correction in the draft financial statements; the figure for bond interest shifted to a 
different column. The change will be made in the statements provided for the April Board meeting. He 
noted that revenue is a little ahead of the figure for last year, the difference is $597,000 in investment 
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income compared to $30,000 in investment income last year. He noted that in capital outlay, funds for 
the parking lot will carry over into July.  
 
Mr. Tenuta noted that Mr. Jeff Schroeder from PFM is present tonight to answer questions regarding 
Board Policy 2.1.1, Investments. A scrivener error was discovered in the policy that does not match State 
statute. Language will be changed to read in section H. 4, “one of the three highest general short-term 
classification…” This will be brought to the April Board meeting to approve the language change. 
Trustees agreed this did not need a first and second reading just to make the change. 
 
Mr. Tenuta answered questions from the Board; Mr. Smith asked if assumptions could be made when 
the College is at 48% of expenditures when the year is 75% through. Mr. Tenuta replied that the SURS 
pass-through is one of the largest numbers, and is a timing issue. Mr. Tenuta stated that he is looking at 
$200,000 over deficit mode; he will put information in the statements for the April Board meeting. 
 
UPDATE ON STRATEGIC PLAN STRATEGIES AND TACTICS 

Dr. Gabbard stated that the administration has been planning to bring strategies and tactics related to 
the Strategic Plan to the Board. He thought it would make sense to bring this information to the newly 
elected Board members joining the Board in April. Trustee Walsh thought it would be worth asking the 
Board about holding a retreat connected to a regular meeting time. After brief discussion, it was agreed 
to hold the retreat immediately before the June 18, 2019 Committee of the Whole meeting. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS/SUMMARY COMMENTS BY BOARD MEMBERS 

Ms. Siddons spoke about information received this week from a community member and asked how 
emails are handled. Chair Smith stated that the Board’s philosophy on such email is to refer emails to Dr. 
Gabbard and the senior administration, and to the Board Chair. Ms. Walsh asked how the crisis 
intervention coordinator has been doing, and suggested it would be good to have a presentation. This 
will be placed on a future agenda. Discussion followed on an Access and Disability Services event being 
held tonight; Dr. Gray clarified that a number of parents with students who have severe disabilities 
inquired about options for their students after high school. Stakeholders were pulled together to 
determine needs and options, and students are being connected with community partners. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 

At 6:40 p.m., Trustee Smith moved to go into closed session to discuss matters covered under the Illinois 
Open Meetings Act, 120/2(c) Exception #1, The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, 
performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, 
including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against 
legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity; 120/2(c) Exception #5, The purchase or lease of 
real property for the use of the public body, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing 
whether a particular parcel should be acquired; 120/2(c) Exception #6, The setting of a price for sale or 
lease of property owned by the public body; and 120/2(c) Exception #21, Discussion of minutes of 
meetings lawfully closed under this Act, whether for purposes of approval by the body of the minutes or 
semi-annual review of the minutes as mandated by Section 2.06. Mr. Allen seconded the motion. There 
was no discussion. The roll was called, and all were in favor. The motion carried. A brief break was taken, 
and closed session began at 6:47 p.m. 
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At 7:35 p.m., Ms. Tirio moved to come out of closed session, and Mr. Allen seconded the motion. A voice 
vote was taken, and all were in favor. The motion carried. Closed session ended at 7:35 p.m.  

ACCEPTANCE OF CLOSED SESSION MINUTES, Committee of the Whole Meeting, February 19, 2019 

Mr. Smith moved to accept the closed session minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting, 
February 19, 2019, and Mr. Allen seconded the motion. There was no discussion. The roll was called, and 
all were in favor. The motion carried.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 

Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:36 p.m.  

 
 
_______________________________________        _________________________________________ 
Pat Kriegermeier, Recording Secretary Molly H. Walsh, Board Secretary 




