
MINUTES 
FINAL MEETING OF THE RETIRING BOARD 

of McHENRY COUNTY COLLEGE 
 
 

The Final Meeting of the Retiring Board of the Board of Trustees of McHenry County College was held on 
Thursday, April 25, 2019, in the Board Room, Room A217, in Building A on the Crystal Lake Campus. Chair 
Smith called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  When Secretary Walsh called the roll, the following were 
present: 
 Ms. Elliott 
 Mr. Allen 
 Mr. Domek 
 Ms. Evertsen 
 Ms. Siddons 
 Ms. Tirio 
 Ms. Walsh 
 Mr. Smith 
 
Dr. Gabbard was present. Attorney Samuel Cavnar was present as legal counsel. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Chair Smith led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

COLLEGE MISSION STATEMENT 
Student Trustee Elliott recited the Mission Statement. 

ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 
The agenda was accepted as presented. 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the Regular Board Meeting, March 28, 2018 were accepted as presented. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
Chair Smith recognized Ms. Tirio for her service to the Board, and presented her with a plaque. She was 
greeted with applause. 
 
Chair Smith recognized Mr. Domek for his service to the Board, and presented him with a certificate. He 
was greeted with applause. 
 
Chair Smith recognized Ms. Elliott for her service as Student Trustee, and presented her with a plaque. 
She was greeted with applause. 
 
OPEN FOR RECOGNITION OF VISITORS AND PRESENTATIONS 

No one addressed the Board. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Dr. Gabbard urged Trustees to read the winning entry for the Paul Simon Essay Contest; he noted that 
the local winner receives a $250.00 stipend, and then competes at the state level. He added that the 
Grow-a-Tech event is happening tonight in the automotive department, with industry leaders supporting 
MCC students and offering them jobs. Dr. Gabbard stated that the employee award ceremony was held 
last week, and encouraged all Trustees to attend next year’s ceremony. He spoke about many activities 
held on campus during Earth Month, and noted that today, representatives from the University of Illinois 
came to talk about their ACES program (Agricultural Consumer and Environmental Sciences) which may 
be a place to launch students who want to continue after community college for a four-year degree. Dr. 
Gabbard thanked Trustee Tirio for her service on the Board. He thanked Student Trustee Elliott for her 
commitment as Student Trustee, and wished her the very best. Dr. Gabbard also told Mr. Domek, who 
leaves the Board tonight, that he hopes the College has made a permanent friend. Ms. Walsh added that 
there will be a LEED Gold Status celebration on May 20. Dr. Gabbard replied that invitations will be sent 
next week. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW FACULTY AND STAFF 
Dr. Gray introduced Mr. Mike Kennedy, the new Director of College and Career Readiness, noting that 
Mr. Kennedy came to MCC from McHenry High School and that his connections have already been 
fruitful. Dr. Gray also introduced Ms. Tracy Champion, who has moved out of Student Affairs to support 
Mr. Kennedy. Both were greeted with applause. 
 
A moment of silence was observed to honor Miguel Orendain Hernandez, an MCC automotive student, 
who passed away April 14.  
 
PRESENTATION 
MCC Bronze Star Status, Veteran-Friendly School 
Mr. Don Curfman stated that McHenry County College has applied for military-friendly school status for 
the past seven years. He added that this year, the College stepped up to Bronze status, which places it in 
the top 30% of 2,000 two-year and four-year schools nationwide. Mr. James Revenaugh, Student 
Veterans of America MCC chapter President, was introduced, and the plaque was presented to Dr. 
Gabbard. This news was greeted with applause. Dr. Gabbard stated that one of the measures of how 
critical someone’s role is in leadership is how you are going to replace them. He wondered how McHenry 
County College would replace Mr. Curfman, who is retiring this semester, and noted that Mr. Curfman 
would truly be missed. 
 
Occupational Therapy Assistant Curriculum 
Ms. Marlene Vogt, Director of the Occupational Therapy Assistant Program at McHenry County College, 
gave a presentation on the program that covered the following items: 1) where do Occupational 
Therapists work, 2) the Occupational Therapy Program at MCC, 3) Community Partners, and 4) 
References. She noted that the program boasts a 100% pass rate for the national exam, and was greeted 
with applause. Her presentation can be viewed at www.mchenry.edu/board.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
A. Faculty Report 
Ms. Humphrey provided copies of the Faculty Report, and highlighted the first and last items on the 
report. She noted that there have been 1,655 attendees visiting the Planetarium, and encouraged all to 
attend the Typewriter Factory readings by the English department. Dr. Gray added his thanks to Ms. 
Humphrey, who is stepping down from her role as Faculty Association co-president. Ms. Humphrey was 
greeted with applause. 
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B. Adjunct Faculty Report 
There was no report. 
 
C. Staff Council Report 
Ms. Trimble was unable to attend the meeting; Chair Smith read the report she provided. Ms. Trimble 
extended on behalf of the Staff Council sincere thanks to the Trustees for their dedication to the 
community, students, staff, and the College. She wished the best to those Trustees leaving the Board 
tonight and looks forward to working with the new Board. 
 
D. Student Trustee Report 
Ms. Elliott reported the many activities during April:  National Sexual Assault Awareness month, Asian-
American/Pacific Islander month, Pride Club Prom, and the eighth annual Drag Show. The noted that 
students are excited about the Sustainability Center’s composting drive. Ms. Elliott expressed her 
gratitude to faculty, staff, and students who encouraged her in being able to be Student Trustee, and she 
was greeted with applause. She will attend Judson University in the fall, and added that her brother will 
begin his studies at McHenry County College. 
 
F. Attorney Report 
Mr. Cavnar spoke about three pieces of legislation which are attempting to reverse the 3% rule to the 6% 
rule, changing pensions. The Senate bill has passed and is in the house, and the House bill has passed and 
is in the senate. One bill is in assignments, waiting for committee. He asked that any questions be 
directed to him, and he will provide details. 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
Ms. Tirio moved to approve the consent agenda, and Ms. Evertsen seconded the motion. During 
discussion, Ms. Tirio questioned the figures in Board Report #19-54; Mr. Tenuta replied that there was a 
last-minute change, and the figure in the bottom box is accurate. Mr. Allen asked for the size of the pole 
barn; Ms. Evertsen replied that it will be 3,600 square feet. Mr. Wheeland noted the pole barn would be 
located on the temporary gravel parking lot by the fire tower. Mr. Allen questioned the date on Board 
Report #19-61, and Ms. Haggerty replied that the date should read March, 2019 instead of March, 2018.  
Mr. Allen asked what faculty emeritus benefits were; Dr. Gray replied that benefits are listed in Board 
Policy. The policy will be sent to Trustees. Ms. Walsh noted that for Board Report #19-58, the applied 
science degree in entrepreneurial agriculture was approved this afternoon by the Curriculum Committee, 
and asked what happens next. Dr. Gray replied that this will go to the state board, which will take time. 
Dr. Gabbard added that the Center for Agrarian Learning will start operating as soon as funding is 
obtained and someone is hired. Degree and certificate programs will start in the fall of 2020. He added 
that information on the grant should be available in May. 
 
The roll was called, and all were in favor. The motion carried. 
 

For Approval 
A. Executive Summary and Financial Statements 

1. Executive Summary, Board Report #19-49 
2. Treasurer’s Report, Board Report #19-50 
3. Ratification for Accounts Payable Check Register, Board Report #19-51  

B. Request to Approve/Lease/Purchase/Renew 
1. Barracuda Email Filtering and Archiving Services, Board Report #19-52 
2. Blade Server Infrastructure, Board Report #19-53 
3. Furniture for Buildings A and E, Board Report #19-54 
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4. Construction Services to Build a Pole Barn, Board Report #19-55 
5. Desktop and Laptop Computers, Board Report #19-56 
6. Pyxis MedStation for the Nursing Simulation Lab, Board Report #19-57 

C. Associate of Applied Science Degree in Entrepreneurial Agriculture, Board Report #19-58 
D. Destruction of Closed Session Recordings, Board Report #19-59 
E. General Education Core Curriculum Credential, Board Report #19-60 
F. Personnel 

1. Appointment of New Manager of Conference and Event Services, Board Report #19-61 
2. Appointment of Replacement Illinois Small Business Development Center Manager, Bd Rpt #19-62 
3. Salary Adjustment, Board Report #19-63 

 
ACTION ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 
No action was necessary. 

BOARD POLICY MANUAL 
A.  2.1.1. Investments, Board Report #19-64 
Ms. Evertsen moved to approve Board Report #19-64, and Ms. Siddons seconded the motion. There was 
no discussion. The roll was called, and all were in favor. The motion carried. 
 
FOR INFORMATION 

A. New Employees 
B. Departures 
C. ICCTA Paul Simon Student Essay Context 
D. Partnership Agreements North Central College, Western Illinois University, and Roosevelt 

University 
E. April Committee Meeting Summary  
F. Friends of McHenry County College Foundation Report 
G. Office of Marketing and Public Relations Update 
H. Office of Resource Development Update  
I. Sustainability Center Update 

 
Chair Smith asked whether the partnership agreements were similar to others in the past, and Dr. 
Gabbard replied that they were. Ms. Haggerty announced that the Friends of McHenry County College 
Foundation Golf Outing will be held Monday, June 10 at the Crystal Lake Country Club. 
 
SUMMARY COMMENTS BY BOARD MEMBERS 
Mr. Allen asked when ground would be broken for the solar array; Mr. Wheeland replied that this 
question rests with the state right now.  
 
Ms. Evertsen thanked the people who have stepped forward to help the College, forgoing their spare 
time to attend Board meetings.  
 
Ms. Siddons echoed Ms. Evertsen’s remarks, noted she appreciated getting to know Ms. Tirio, and noted 
to Ms. Elliott that she has the whole world in front of her, wishing her the best. 
 
Ms. Walsh echoed previous remarks, and noted that at each Trustee’s place there is a United Way appeal 
form, adding that every year the Board is asked whether they will contribute to the campaign. Ms. Walsh 
also noted that there is a Green Guide at each Trustee’s place. The guide is available online at 
http://www.mchenry.edu/green/greenguide.pdf.  

http://www.mchenry.edu/green/greenguide.pdf
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Mr. Domek stated that it was an honor to serve during his time on the Board, he was happy to be a part 
of the Board and hopes to remain in touch.  
 
Ms. Elliott thanked all for their support; she stated she has learned and grown in professional skills.  
 
Ms. Tirio noted it was nice working with the Board, adding that she won’t be far.  
 
Mr. Smith stated it was a privilege to serve with all on the Board, and hoped that those leaving would 
continue to be lifelong friends of McHenry County College. He added that invitations to the Nurses’ 
Pinning Ceremony are at each place tonight. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
No future agenda items were proposed. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
At 6:52 p.m., Ms. Siddons moved to go into closed session, to discuss matters covered under the Illinois 
Open Meetings Act, 120/2(c), Exception #5, The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the 
public body, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel should be 
acquired, Exception #6, The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body, and 
Exception #21, Discussion of minutes of meetings lawfully closed under this Act, whether for purposes of 
approval by the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes as mandated by Section 2.06. 
Mr. Allen seconded the motion. There was no discussion. The roll was called, and all were in favor. The 
motion carried. A brief break was taken, and closed session began at 7:03 p.m. 
 
At 7:27 p.m., Ms. Tirio moved to come out of closed session, and Ms. Evertsen seconded the motion. 
There was no discussion. A voice vote was taken, and all were in favor. The motion carried. Closed 
session ended at 7:29 p.m. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF CLOSED SESSION MINUTES, Regular Board Meeting, February 28, 2018 
Mr. Allen moved to accept the closed session minutes, and Ms. Tirio seconded the motion. There was no 
discussion. The roll was called, and all were in favor. The motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:29 p.m. 

 
 
 
________________________________________        _________________________________________ 
Patricia Kriegermeier, Recording Secretary Molly H. Walsh, Board Secretary 


