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MINUTES
1. CALL TO ORDER
Vice Chair Morton called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 

2. ROLL CALL
Vice Chair Morton announced that Trustee Kueffner would be attending via telephone due to personal illness. He asked Secretary Kooistra to call the roll for all Trustees physically present. Four Board Trustees were physically present, with the exception of Trustee Speros, Trustee Kueffner and Trustee Reinhard.  

Vice Chair Morton asked Trustee Kueffner whether any closed session conversation will be kept confidential. Trustee Kueffner confirmed.

Motion: Move that the Board of Trustees approve Trustee Kueffner attend via telephone. Chair Hoban motioned, seconded by Trustee Allen. Motion Approved.

Vice Chair Morton asked Secretary Kooistra  to take a final roll call to include all Trustees attending.	







Trustees Present
Suzanne Hoban
Dale Morton
Tom Allen 
Estefany Castro
Linnea Kooistra
Alyssa Kueffner-via telephone

Trustees Not Present
Elizabeth Speros
Tess Reinhard




Also Present
Dr. Clinton Gabbard - College President 
Ken Florey - Legal Counsel 


1. 







3. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA
Agenda was accepted as presented.

4. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:  
Motion: Move that the Board of Trustees approves the amended minutes from Committee of the Whole Meeting, April 14, 2026. Trustee Allen motioned; seconded by Trustee Kooistra. Motion approved. 

5. OPEN FOR RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
No public comments. 

6. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  DR. CLINTON GABBARD
Congressionally Directed Spending Update 
On Thursday, May 14, the College learned that Senator Durbin has submitted the following Congressionally Directed Spending project for funding: 
MCC Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) Maze for Fire Science Program ($300,000) 
Upon funding, MCC will purchase a Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) maze, a standalone metal container, and incorporate its use into existing curriculum, providing advanced training to students pursuing a career in firefighting. The maze can be reconfigured to create different emergency situations, exposing students to real-life scenarios they will face during their careers. The SCBA maze will be integrated into the required training for students pursuing the Firefighter Basic Certificate and the AAS in Fire Science. This maze will give students the ability to develop stronger navigation skills in zero-visibility environments, reduce rescue time, encourage clear and concise radio communications, develop critical thinking skills, and more. This type of advanced training will reduce the number of firefighters who are injured on the job or perish due to the risks associated with their profession.

 Approval for the MCC Learning Commons final renovation phase has also moved forward through Congressman Foster’s Community Project Funding (CPF) process, confirming both of MCC’s project requests for FY 2027 will be supported.

Spring 2026 Graduation Activities Recap 
The College was filled with celebration this past week as we honored our 913 Spring 2026 graduates. An overview of activities was shared with the Board. 

MCC Student Art Exhibit 
The Gallery Guide for the Student Art Exhibit was shared with the Board. This guide lists award-winning pieces from this month’s reception. The event welcomed over 170 attendees. The Art and Design Department also presented Faculty Outstanding Achievement Awards during that time. Special thanks to everyone who participated in the 2026 MCC Student Art Exhibit, which will be on display in Galleries One and Two through June 4. 

Trustee Kudos 
McHenry County College proudly congratulates the following Board members for their wonderful achievements in the community: 
• Board Chair Suzanne Hoban – for being recognized by the McHenry County Department of Health as a 2026 Public Health Hero, one of six outstanding community leaders and organizations. These honorees have made a lasting impact on the health, safety, and well-being of McHenry County residents through leadership, compassion, innovation, and service. 

• Trustee Tom Allen – for dedicating time and effort to support firefighters throughout McHenry County. Read more in this story from May 14: 2 retired firefighters are the heart and soul of Salvation Army emergency canteen – Shaw Local 

Thank you both for your community leadership, service, and dedication. We are truly honored that you are part of our college community!

Upcoming Events
Dr. Gabbard shared upcoming campus events with the Board of Trustees. 

7. PRELIMINARY APRIL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Mr. Tenuta provided a recap of the preliminary April financial statements. Questions and discussion followed. 

8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS/SUMMARY COMMENTS BY BOARD MEMBERS 
Trustee Allen attended the commencement ceremonies and thought they were amazing; the students were so grateful and happy. He got to hand his daughter her diploma and that was a special moment. He gave kudos to everyone involved for a great event. 

Chair Hoban also attended commencement and thought it was great. She reminded the trustees that we are having the Board retreat on Friday, June 12, 2026. The board will complete a self-evaluation that will be discussed at the retreat. 
Trustee Kueffner was excited to be back remotely and hopes to be in person next month. She thanked the trustees for the flowers they sent for the birth of her baby boy, and she is grateful she is recovering well. 

Trustee Leiva thanked the Board on behalf of all the students that graduated, for their support. She noted that without the Board the next step for the students’ success wouldn’t be possible. 

Trustee Kooistra attended the nurse’s pinning ceremony, and it was really well done. She also enjoyed the commencement ceremony and Dr. Gabbard’s speech and how he always links it back to community. 

Vice Chair Morton enjoyed the MCC band back at commencement. He has a couple of friends that are in the band, and they were thankful to be in the room. 

Dr. Gabbard noted that Ms. Haggerty’s son won athlete of the year at Woodstock High School. Everyone congratulated Ms. Haggerty. 


9. ADJOURNMENT
At 6:20pm, hearing no further business Trustee Allen motioned to adjourn, seconded by Chair Hoban. All were in favor. 


_______________________________________        _________________________________________
Denisa J. Shallo, Recording Secretary	                            Linnea Kooistra, Secretary  
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