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“Those closest to the 
problem are closest to the 
solution, but furthest from 
resources and power.”

Glenn Martin, Founder of
JustLeadership USA



Why people with records as leaders
ü People with records are experts of their own experience

ü No one tells our story better than us – WE create our own 
narratives

ü We are the ones who can shift the narrative

ü “You can't listen to me talk and go tell my story.” Drake
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Permanent punishments 

Legal penalties that create long-lasting, often 
permanent, barriers to employment, housing, education, 
civil engagement, and more for people arrested or 
convicted of crimes

What are permanent punishments?
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There are 1,189 unique sanctions in 
the State of Illinois that act in 1,260
ways to impact people’s access to 
housing, employment, education, and 
other opportunities.



Who is impacted by permanent punishments?
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Types of permanent punishments: Jobs 
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• The majority (982) of permanent punishment laws in Illinois prevent or 
hinder access to employment

• 169 of these require/create background checks



Types of permanent punishments: Housing 
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• In Illinois, 40 sanctions apply permanent punishments in the area of 
housing.



Types of permanent punishments: Education 
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• In Illinois, 28 govern education access. There are at least 364 state 
laws and regulations that restrict occupational licensing for people with 
a criminal record.



Racism and permanent punishments 
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• An estimated 14% of Black adults in Illinois were currently or formerly 
incarcerated as of 2010, compared to 3% of adults overall. Illinois has 
the third highest percentage of Black adults who are formerly 
incarcerated in the nation



Permanent punishments and women
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What do we do about permanent punishments?
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Get rid of them. 



Regional Community 
Clusters 



There is still so much work to do!



Join us!

q Sign up on our website to receive campaign updates 
https://fullyfree.org/

q Join us for the Oct 2nd Bloomington Normal Fully Free Launch 
Event.

q Join the Fully Free Coalition to eliminate permanent punishments
q Make a donation to support the campaign
q Like us on Facebook, fully free campaign, and twitter @FullyFreeIL

https://fullyfree.org/


The End


